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OUTCOMES

- Explore the expectations of MCCS for writing grade K-5

• Argument

• Informational/Expository Writing

• Persuasion

- Review exemplars of writing from appendix Ce e e e p a s o t g o appe d C

- Discuss Writing Process and ideas for implementing 
writing in your classroom

- Share resources
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K-5 WRITING 
THE MONTANA COMMON CORE STANDARDS

MCCS p. 5

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS 
ANCHOR STANDARDS- WRITING
Text Types and Purposes*

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and 
convey complex ideas and information clearly and

Topic

Strand

convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, 
and analysis of content.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences.

Standard

CCR ANCHOR STANDARDS – WRITING K-12

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning revising editing rewriting or trying aplanning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach.

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others.
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CCR ANCHOR STANDARDS – WRITING K-12

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on 
focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 
investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the 
information while avoiding plagiarism.

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

PERSUASION

When writing to persuade, writers employ a 
variety of persuasive strategies. One common 
strategy is an appeal to the credibility, 
character, or authority of the writer (or speaker). 
When writers establish that they are 
knowledgeable and trustworthy, audiences are 

lik l t b li h t th A th imore likely to believe what they say. Another is 
an appeal to the audience’s self-interest, sense 
of identity, or emotions, any of which can sway 
an audience. 

Appendix A p. 24

ARGUMENT

A logical argument convinces the 
audience because of the perceived 
merit and reasonableness of the 
claims and proofs offered rather 
than either the emotions the writingthan either the emotions the writing 
evokes in the audience or the 
character or credentials of the 
writer. Appendix A p. 24
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The Standards place special 
emphasis on writing logical 
arguments as a particularly 
important form of college- and 
career-ready writing.

Appendix A p. 24

INFORMATIONAL/EXPLANATORY WRITING

Informational/explanatory writing conveys 
information accurately. This kind of writing 
serves one or more closely related purposes: 

• to increase readers’ knowledge of a subject, 

• to help readers better understand a 
dprocedure or process

• to provide readers with an enhanced 
comprehension of a concept. 

To produce this kind of writing, students 
draw from what they already know and from 
primary and secondary sources. Appendix A p. 23

NARRATIVE WRITING

Narrative writing conveys 
experience, either real or imaginary, 
and uses time as its deep structure. 
It can be used for many purposes, 
such as to inform instructsuch as to inform, instruct, 
persuade, or entertain. 

Appendix A p. 23
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CREATIVE WRITING BEYOND NARRATIVE

The narrative category does not 
include all of the possible forms of 
creative writing, such as many 
types of poetry. The Standards 
leave the inclusion and evaluationleave the inclusion and evaluation 
of other such forms to teacher 
discretion.

Appendix A p. 23
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Prewriting Drafting Revising

The Writing Process

PublishingProofreading

TEACHING WRITING
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http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/concord/teacherlinks/sixtraits/posterspage.htm
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RESOURCES
http://opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards

Appendix A- Common Core Standards

Appendix B- Common Core Standards

Cynthia Green

E li h L A t C i l S i li tEnglish Language Arts Curriculum Specialist

Office of Public Instruction

cgreen4@mt.gov

406-444-0729


